
John 17:20-23

Praying For Unity



20 “I am praying not only for these disciples but 

also for all who will ever believe in me through 

their message. 21 I pray that they will all be one, 

just as you and I are one — as you are in me, 

Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us 

so that the world will believe you sent me. 

John 17



22 “I have given them the glory you gave me, so 

they may be one as we are one. 23 I am in them

and you are in me. May they experience such 

perfect unity that the world will know that you 

sent me and that you love them as much as you 

love me.

John 17



THE GOSPEL INITIATIVE TEARS DOWN 

TRADITIONAL BARRIERS TO 

UNITE US IN CHRIST



21 I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I 

are one — as you are in me, Father, and I am in 

you.

John 17



OUR UNITY IS BASED ON THE UNITY 

OF JESUS AND THE FATHER



14…[Jesus] has given us his precious and 

wonderful promises, so that through them you 

may participate in the divine nature, seeing that 

you have escaped the corruption that is in the 

world caused by evil desires.

2 Peter 1



16 I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Advocate, who will never leave you. 17

He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. 

The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t 

looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But 

you know him, because he lives with you now 

and later will be in you.

John 14



OUR UNITY IS BASED ON THE UNITY 

OF JESUS AND THE FATHER



OUR UNITY IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO 

GLORIFYING GOD



22 “I have given them the glory you gave me, so 

they may be one as we are one.

John 17



OUR UNITY IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO 

GLORIFYING GOD



23 … May they experience such perfect unity that 

the world will know that you sent me and that you 

love them as much as you love me.

John 17



OUR UNITY IS A WITNESS TO AN 

UNBELIEVING WORLD



20 If someone says, “I love God,” but hates a 

fellow believer, that person is a liar; for if we 

don’t love people we can see, how can we love 

God, whom we cannot see?

1 John



OUR UNITY IS A WITNESS TO AN 

UNBELIEVING WORLD






