
Mark 11:12-25 

The New Temple



Mark 11

12 The next morning as they were leaving 

Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13 He noticed a fig 

tree in full leaf a little way off, so he went over to 

see if he could find any figs. But there were only 

leaves because it was too early in the season for 

fruit. 14 Then Jesus said to the tree, “May no one 

ever eat your fruit again!” And the disciples heard 

him say it. 





GOD CALLS US TO A FRUITFUL LIFE, 

NOT A SHOW OF RELIGION



Hosea 9

4 10 I found Israel Like grapes in the wilderness; I 

saw your fathers as the first-fruits on the fig tree 

in its first season.



GOD CALLS US TO A FRUITFUL LIFE, 

NOT A SHOW OF RELIGION



Mark 11

15 When they arrived back in Jerusalem, Jesus 

entered the Temple and began to drive out the 

people buying and selling animals for sacrifices. 

He knocked over the tables of the money 

changers and the chairs of those selling doves,  
16 and he stopped everyone from using the 

Temple as a marketplace. 
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15 When they arrived back in Jerusalem, Jesus 

entered the Temple and began to drive out the 

people buying and selling animals for sacrifices. 

He knocked over the tables of the money 

changers and the chairs of those selling doves,  
16 and he stopped everyone from using the 

Temple as a marketplace. 
16 And he would not allow anyone to carry 

anything through the temple.



17 He said to them, “The Scriptures declare, ‘My 

Temple will be called a house of prayer for all 

nations,’ but you have turned it into a den of 

thieves.” 18 When the leading priests and 

teachers of religious law heard what Jesus had 

done, they began planning how to kill him. But 

they were afraid of him because the people were 

so amazed at his teaching. 19 That evening Jesus 

and the disciples left the city. 





Isaiah 56

6 “I will also bless the foreigners who commit 

themselves to the LORD, …. 7 I will bring them to 

my holy mountain of Jerusalem and will fill them 

with joy in my house of prayer. I will accept their 

burnt offerings and sacrifices, because my 

Temple will be called a house of prayer for all 

nations.”



Jeremiah 7

4 …don’t be fooled by those who promise you 

safety simply because the LORD ’s Temple is 

here. They chant, “The LORD ’s Temple is here! 

The LORD ’s Temple is here!” 5 But I will be 

merciful only if you stop your evil thoughts and 

deeds and start treating each other with justice; 6

only if you stop exploiting foreigners, orphans, 

and widows… 9 Do you really think you can steal, 

murder, commit adultery, lie, and burn incense to 

Baal and all those other new gods of yours, 



Jeremiah 7

10 and then come here and stand before me in 

my Temple and chant, “We are safe!”—only to go 

right back to all those evils again? 11 Don’t you 

yourselves admit that this Temple, which bears 

my name, has become a den of thieves? ….



GOD INTENDED FOR HIS PEOPLE TO BE 

A LIVING TEMPLE IN THE WORLD



Mark 11

20 The next morning as they passed by the fig tree 

he had cursed, the disciples noticed it had 

withered from the roots up. 21 Peter remembered 

what Jesus had said to the tree on the previous 

day and exclaimed, “Look, Rabbi! The fig tree you 

cursed has withered and died!” 22 Then Jesus 

said to the disciples, “Have faith in God. 23 I tell 

you the truth, you can say to this mountain, ‘May 

you be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and it 

will happen. But you must really believe it will 

happen and have no doubt in your heart. 



24 I tell you, you can pray for anything, and if you 

believe that you’ve received it, it will be yours. 25

But when you are praying, first forgive anyone you 

are holding a grudge against, so that your Father 

in heaven will forgive your sins, too.”



FAITH EMBODIED IN RECONCILING 

FORGIVENESS IS HOW GOD REVEALS 

HEAVEN ON EARTH
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