
Chapter 3:1-14

Preparing the Way





1 It was now the fifteenth year of the reign of 

Tiberius, the Roman emperor. Pontius Pilate was 

governor over Judea; Herod Antipas was ruler 

over Galilee; his brother Philip was ruler over 

Iturea and Traconitis; Lysanias was ruler over 

Abilene. 

Luke 3



2 Annas and Caiaphas were the high priests. At 

this time, a message from God came to John son 

of Zechariah, who was living in the wilderness. 
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GOD’S KINGDOM ADVANCES 

THROUGH  ORDINARY LIFE



26 Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few 

of you were wise in the world’s eyes or powerful or 

wealthy when God called you. 27 Instead, God 

chose things the world considers foolish in order 

to shame those who think they are wise. And he 

chose things that are powerless to shame those 

who are powerful.

1 Corinthians 3



GOD’S KINGDOM ADVANCES 

THROUGH  ORDINARY LIFE



3 Then John went from place to place on both 

sides of the Jordan River, preaching that people 

should be baptized to show that they had 

repented of their sins and turned to God to be 

forgiven. 
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4 Isaiah had spoken of John when he said, “He is 

a voice shouting in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the 

way for the LORD ’s coming! Clear the road for 

him! 5 The valleys will be filled, and the mountains 

and hills made level. The curves will be 

straightened, and the rough places made smooth. 
6 And then all people will see the salvation sent 

from God.’” 
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GOD’S KINGDOM BRINGS A NEW 

KIND OF LIFE



7 When the crowds came to John for baptism, 

he said, “You brood of snakes! Who warned you 

to flee God’s coming wrath? 8 Prove by the way 

you live that you have repented of your sins and 

turned to God. Don’t just say to each other, 

‘We’re safe, for we are descendants of 

Abraham.’ 

Luke 3



That means nothing, for I tell you, God can 

create children of Abraham from these very 

stones. 9 Even now the ax of God’s judgment is 

poised, ready to sever the roots of the trees. 

Yes, every tree that does not produce good fruit 

will be chopped down and thrown into the fire.” 

Luke 3





GOD’S KINGDOM IS MORE THAN 

OUTWARD RELIGION



10 The crowds asked, “What should we do?” 11

John replied, “If you have two shirts, give one to 

the poor. If you have food, share it with those 

who are hungry.” 12 Even corrupt tax collectors 

came to be baptized and asked, “Teacher, what 

should we do?” 
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13 He replied, “Collect no more taxes than the 

government requires.” 14 “What should we do?” 

asked some soldiers. John replied, “Don’t extort 

money or make false accusations. And be 

content with your pay.”
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GOD’S KINGDOM IS A HEALING REIGN




